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Declaration of Independence, which he believed to be inconsistent
with Philippine dependence, but also stated that there were 5,000
Filipinos in Hawaii and 80,000 in California, and that there was
nothing except disease to prevent the 13,000,000 Filipinos who lived
in their native land from migrating to the United States.1 Meanwhile,
the antipathy and jealousy towards the Filipinos had passed beyond
the leisured conduct of a Senate Committee. At the end of January
1930 there were several riots in California directed against the
immigrants. At Stockton a club-house belonging to Filipinos was
bombed, and at Watsonville a mob of white men swarmed through
their quarter and killed one man. In San Francisco five attacks on
Filipinos were reported within twenty-four hours. In December 1930
Representative Welch of California introduced a Bill (H.R. 13535)
limiting the migration of Filipinos into the Continental United
States to students, visitors for business or pleasure, merchants,
government officials, their families, attendants, servants and em-
ployees. In 1931 the number of Filipinos in the Continental United
States was estimated at 60,000, of whom nine-tenths were said to
be males and four-fifths under thirty years of age. Apparently only
one in five ever returned home. To add further to the racial difficulty,
the Filipinos, who were Malays, had been ruled for centuries by the
Spaniards who were innocent of race-feeling. They claimed 'to be
treated as social equals by Americans, including American women.
Thus race-sentiment' in the United States was 'challenged; and even
people who' were 'above vulgar race-prejudice' had 'to ask them-
selves whether they' wanted 'a considerable Asiatic strain introduced
into the race-composition of the American nation'.2
All the Filipino witnesses who appeared before the Senate Com-
mittee at Washington urged the grant of independence—and this the
sooner the better. The Hon. Manuel Roxas, the Speaker of the Philip-
pine House of Representatives, favoured an immediate grant for
economic as well as for political reasons. For twenty years, he said,
the Americans had compelled the Filipinos to develop their country
subject to American tariff laws, and for this reason, he submitted, a
sudden change in the relatioi^hip between the two countries would
mean a shock to the economic structure of the Philippines; but it
would be preferable, he argued, for it to come now, when it could be
withstood, than later.3 In his view, however, it did not matter what
the sacrifice was, since the Filipinos were prepared to make any
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